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1 Icfibedre Re ading, then RED, | 
| the tranſient Hearing, of this Af: 4Þ 
courſe. It hath received ſame en- ; 
largement and alteratiofr ſince I _ c 
4- Preach'd it, .and not without need ; =.” 
hs for the Truth i9/ths Subject was c00 = 
| great for, me., and, handled in too 
much haſts Fe Serinon being the 

bi! immature on 'of thoſe few IN 


jc! 
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hours, which: that weeks exerciſe - 
aforded mg "SOMSLS ky, 
© Sir, Tam mu ach afraid it willn nie- 
ver ga that” eſtgem you. was 
Xs |  pleaſedto expreſs foFR but ifit may . 
E- be (in any degree) ſerviceable to- — | 
| ward your attainment of the Glory it [ 
treats of, el {ball be abundantly ho- | 
noured and, recompenſed, for thus q 
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whereof 1sthe greateſt motive and, | 
| encouragement to this bold attempt "2 
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*" vs fp to trouble vewith m thee 7 backly: my 
i .. Tho i pon this exp ag we hall con- 
ſider the 'Saifts iti a Joub ecipgeity. 


5: bo Aather arethe incere members of the Militant Church 
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imphant i in Heavert. 


' The Light in which the Saints Militant dive: And 4 
which they Rteer and dire their lives, is the Goſpel of our 


- Saviour, whereof Eight is a proper” Charader'; for it's 


lainneſs and perſpicuity in'all things neceſſaryto be known: | 
or the diſcoveries'it hatht'made of Life arid" immortality, 
which were either hidden from foregoing ages, or but'ob- 
ſcurely and myſtically revealed ; for unvailing yy Siface, 
both explaining the deſigned difficulties of the and 
unlp]ging olding. it from thoſe thicker ſhrondsof darkneſs, wheres 
in humane Traditions” and the falſe gloſſes of the Scribes 
and nd be had enwrapt.it. For opening to us a profpett 
and inſight into ſome parts and” perfe&ions of Religionand 
Vertue, which Nature andthe Law were ignorant of: For 
dclveringthe Hiſtory of the Son of God, who is that true 
ight which lighterh every man that | cometh itit» 
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| Holy Spirit, -afich A_ 
and dire the underſtandings, of thoſe that by a modeſt and 
conſcientious -w= = nd Jang fee dh lebony alter 


cn Fe Theme, as | ſu ue oy to oi ae: clan 
by the Apoſtle in the ore. us. Whereupon I 
{hall not attempt to Eandekip A Fi deſcribe "wy inac- 
cefſible light which neither eye hath feenznor the thoughts of 
man conceiv*d ; but only ſum up to you what God hath 
reveal'd , what the underſtanding of man is able to 
think of it, and what concluſions we may reaſonably ga- 


ther,. of. oux. £  happineſs,. by: refleding.upon.our pre-- 
{cot.wants -- Still. a within the ene of the Lext, 
and the metaplages ortance of the Knſs s and as 
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ate not ſuck uſcious. fects a5 fatiare- the 
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ye prairie, 
'mat yit GEO! 
= he apes 


yy een yortte Do 


we L og ofe_ charins:and; gtaces-of glorified ;ſouls.; 
in the viſion and inſeperable enjoyment of God, .their-cheif 
eſt-and moſt delirable 6bjett; uy the'acquaintanee/ and; fel- 
D—_ of the glorious company of the Apoſtles; [the gg0d- 
ly rr of the Prophets, thei noble Army of Maxtyrs; and 
of all the braveſt Worthics of the. World. Oh! What a8 
etertal rapture-of Joy muſt it needs. prove fit theſe Bleſet 
Sonls; © Theſe deareft Friends;/to;/meet-:inithe: ſame place, 
tobe Eoncentred/in the ame happineſs,;to be link?d toge+ 
ther in'nnital affeQions and' embraces, never-to know for- 
row. nor diſcord, Nor yurtings ain.” Thefe: are harmleſs 
4 ing 2aſuresfti toentertain greet 
f as chro r not of Eattiz af ſenſuality ; 


neithe? reg flor ding be 
ſucceſſive thatHey it 


never expire; nbr-pive! pot nns aony *Y 
adVaiitagecheve they thoſe foulſonie ant nanſeors Lyle = "Rl 
Dartes: we wes Joe arte err men: Y 
. ey thar-ir'is their great 
THe then For the joy of Heaven 


"end; ': :Even' the innocent Plea- 
rep og meng are (-v this bWprilT ſubje# :t6; be 
pw daunted; and the! rr 7 rage wheres 
they'ar© firſt obtained- and:/then ſecar? "0 
abatermeihvothemn'; ; but if is not the leaſt happineſs of Saints, = &Y 
thatwhen they "@yetth the! Lords! y_ from! chein Le- - 
bonrs/Thiſe ſnd Miorthived joys 
are oo Iieonſtrable, thap the euſt'dnd travath of 
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Saints > as cheap as da dightJand: coed D903 10 
w eeking : all pains and forecaſts are/ there f 


ry proviſions that God hath pre- 
atentthent of their own minds, 


cover, they 


vanced to thoſe calm and pleaſant Regions, where none of 
thoſe Storms and Troubles, none: of thoſe ſtraights and ex- 


tremities, none of thoſe changes and uncertainties, which 
cicompoſethis lower warld, (and fo buſie the hands and 
thouphts 'of men, to prevent+or remove them). can- make 
their approaches; but they inhabit thoſe-manſions of eternal 
reſt, thatare exempted from all diſturbance/and uneafineſs ; 

afd- even the very fears of 'any, where. Fortune and incon-- 
ſtancy: have-nought to:do : And;;what; need can there be of 
their labour.or thoughtfulne(s,, when there is nothing want- 
ing-which they-have not, neither any waſt or decay of what 
they have; but-all things they enjoy- are (like the houſe in 
which. they dwell!) :made'to-their hands, nay made*with- 
out hands; *cternal imthe Heavens ? 0 © © 
-  And'then-for thoſe" ſpiritual joys which the Righteous, 
in this Life," Taſt (and yet they do- but - taſt them) how 
tardly: do'they:eome> by them ? * What an hoſt 'of difficul. 
tits muſt--they, break. through © re they. can attain them ? 
They muſt vio 'the-pleaſures of the World, ſacrifice 
their: wth C NE ry5romIN | irs the current of as $2 
deny the cravings of ſence. and ;inclination', repent. an 

Be. Wckrand Lawn conquee Sin and Dent, mo 
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poſſeſs the minds of bad w who never Bai fo Tear or - 


them . are, but counterfeit and Enthyu ol" of the Butt ſores. 
1 of Heay < enmfelves. into. e for leled, 
| ; ky cur rH&kr tro! it and. $ to dig A ulerche BEN, 


| rehothing ties-in the way erwbtthetn and their hap- 
; pin ſs that may ci either hinder-their enjoyment, or Ne. trou-- 
| lefome to remove : They have no {ing to x 
headftrong Wills to break and ſubdue, . no oe | unt; * 
tions to tame, no evils, No Temptations to Watch rl 
againft, ze voto opus erit, all the difficulties: of Religion No 
there niadevoid/and abrogated : ,God abates them all the 
dufies they owe to him, but the chearful fervices of Thanks- 
ving "7 Praiſe,, and takes them off from all they owe to 
Fen (waning +-'vy Fre d ſetting Kings and Sub- 
1 - eas, Fahey Hdren., rs any. Servants , the 
ich and. Poor, we ged and the. ere 90 the ſame 
nd level)*except the ei pon and grateful duties of Love- 
| and Union. Thus the Saints enjoy their Pleaſures in per- 
fe&eaſe and reſt, and have ys at al to do (ether for 
Souls or Bodies) but to be happy. 


But there's one' Thought more in pu ” vi 
ſhould Ir? of on =_T it'ſo- TI .and enli i the * 
leaſure of Sdints, and gives them an a Yn 
arg Ange oh: Na er | preſi 
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g delires edn lo tt deploy par 
Boker their reſt and {gs never to return to know 
ONE 0) x 


hrand Dominion ate ſometimes in Scripture pro- 
uſly aſed for one another, mel gre! Feng rhe 
be laſt ſpeech, when the Spirit "ofthe Lord was him, 
He that Ruleth over men, —— Shall be as the Liphe of the 
Morning : 2 Sam. 23. 3, 4." So when Feroboam wrelſted 
the ten Tribes out of the hands of Solomon, God thus pro- 
miſed for Davids ſake, Unto his Son will I give one Tribe 
that David my Servant may have a Light, (i. E. onetoheir 
his Throne) always before me in Feruſalem, 1 Kings, 11. 
Þ*. __ on the other hand the Pfalmiſt ſays, That God 
iN Lights, the Sum to Ru'e by Day, and the Moon 
"_ ty And I am ſure the tate of the Blefſed 
Sa Stark 2 + Fe orainion and. Sovercignty, as'well as Light, 
whether the expreſſion intend fo much or no - And there- 
fore. itis called'a Kingdom and a Crown of Glory, and the 
Saints are entitled Kings, /and are faid toReign wi with Chriſt. 
Kings they are inthe Rule and Government of. than aighey 
Empire of their own Minds; a Power greater then that of 
the Kings of onda: who are tor able to give am 
bn one ſoul. : | 


" "Now the Glory of a "Rios, is Plas; to » be ſecure 
from all invaſions and encroachments from abroad;andf 
Rebellions and Mutinies at home ; and this is the happy 
Ser | of Crowned pd" ror Devils rnay roarend, envy 
758 "hinder 


| ory, which oa 

4 true nt a eng? Sw wo 

51th ora ' Thofe daranod Sciries, that zhed: arid 
Eited tieng bs the Work may vex and torment ther 
and broyl ih the heat of their own diſappointed malice; 
Foe ht been WIPES of Halt, atingt pre 
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confirms the Miſery of the Ones ſecures the rect tl 


- and\at Peace/in his own Conſcience: If you can fancy any 
| bliſs in theſe, ſand 1 wiſh-that. our experience may 
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i fac from: Dimes ©; 10 
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pincisof the'other., 


Aid then in Heaven, There's anunivers F 
aut the* Roval os hbourhaod, God.is pert 
ed to Every one emz..and*th jy pm 1g ah 
are all nite. in an infringible Eeeio of 'of eternal Friendſhip. 
and Alliance ; and are fo nearly concerned' for _—_ _ 
VVelfare and Honour, and taeir intereſts ſo 5-9 F + 
combii'd, that 'no one of them - could be deppy 'Y 
of bane aa rt) not be ſo. Thatthere's no fear of 

themſelves, whoſe mutual. dependencies rb erm 6-4 
infall y ſecure of one another.  -- 


Every ſoul is happy .in the Goverument of it 
(lf, rape ettles all its faculties in peace and order. - 

; Death ends; the great controverſie between' theFleſh and 
Spirit, and: thoſe affeftians that "would/fometimes revolt. 
atellran tothe "Tf fide. ſhall be perfealy redur'd and 

cre ſhall be no more bitter chidings - 

re: Canigney, dhe IN _ 
airy be: Rated and determin'd:: J] he be- 
tween: Hope and Fear ſhall have an end;and qr 
ovntradidions; of our croſs and. perverſe paſliohs ſhall be 

lidaſide: Every faculty ſhall comply and yield to the Go- A 

conpurt of Reaſon., and. there ſhall be-no difſention, no = 

m inthe Soul ; Qh'! WpOy-is is that State with which "I 

neither God nor man hath any ql » happy that Church W 
where the Head and every M | 
and ſinewd together, by. Unity and Concord; happy that 
Man.;that is reconciled to God, in Charity withal Mes, 


us-of this Nation to AY II all) then cps 
ow 


Lol 


3. By Light wr we * may: us Gar Liberty as-it” 
fite. is BY. for aphnt,. St. Pater ax. Se. Tude. rid us 


open 'the & Fa hoes the- blicd, yo to bring.them that fit in. 
darkneſs, => ofthe Priſon houſe, Iſaiah 42. 6, 7. gr 
darkneſs.and. Prifon-houſe ſignifie the. ſame thing, viz. A 

reſtraint of Mind, a nazrowneGs of uiderſtanding.:, So-we. 
fayof aRecluſe (a'man.of Uoſe retirement) that>hiedwells: 
in darkneſs, thathe-does.not ſee the Light ; as ifhe had:not 
eye-room, not ſpace enough .to, look about him,. but light: 
is a ſpacious thing and of a valt extant and therefore a yoor 
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 ſikestharof Eorarupas mig - 

domg nothing bit what'is ras and. 
comes that'ſacred place and-cornpany;. what ful withthe 
Majeſty of God ' (in. whoſe immediate preſence they are )- 
and the chaſt unſully*d-purity. of their:09wn- mindss And 
therefore to do whatthey pleaſe, is to do what __ 
— For they-can neitherido nor: take pleafare! in- 

what is excellent and. holy ; ; up to theſe cats - ave ning the 
freedom they can wiſh: 


When we frail Mortals attempt any thing that-is. 
and worthy, what-rubs do. we mect with# gb ag 


ties lie in our way;#- Whatichedks:do we feelin owrna- 
wres!. VVhat dullneſs and irkſomneſs in | GTA yen 
"0 


Frog I 


.and- End up intheir 


on; -ix Into - our boſe 1 


lofwace avifther-n exvinj _ wm 
dealt: with and- Sera Thus when wewould do = 
Evil is preſent with us, when we woul& break Priſon; and. 
- away from theſe reſtraints,” our fetters hang br-0ur 
feet, Werrun in'chains the, tace that'is ſet before us ;;andare 
mn Sdn cage th fall and'be overtaken. Fhe- fleſh ip 
4 contim gt upon our ' Spirits,  and+ either ſinks as 
to the pud baſe thoughts, and foul degenerous attions,. 
or at leaſt ike us dull and heartleſs, lazy and flow in our 
nobler ppg cad purluits. That-as longas we Car-. 
ty this-load"ef about us, we-muſt cxpea "to: find. it 
eſome-and untoward, to every thing that is:ſpiritual 
andſublithe. 'Dawid prapoſed well, Fl 119, 32. [wilt 


rn the way © but then as if-he had been- 
opt, as if t h had bid hidr fand#he remembred that- 
his Soul-was under the aetolr nd and addga"Cotl- 


dition to the- Promiſe, bos-ſoals Crac foot - 


t into @.n 7 acquaintance with rhe Vera? and 1s. 
apt to When er_And- betray it into Exceſs and dotage ; and 
how had thing is-it tohave muctito. do with the VVorla 
How har@to uſeit aSnotabuſingit! ! How 

hard'to'want it and-riot to covet it! How hard to. poſſeſs 
itand not'be endear*dto it! Itist) toclingto ourthoughts. 
andto ftick and faſten-upon our affetions : It will firangely 
grow and encroach upon us; it will infinuate itſelf into our 
ery-Souls, andbecome as great'a Maſter there as Ged 
inal, and at Jength-engrols all. our devdirs; for no man. 
can ſerve Godand A + 


they are freer *- Air and « as 'ndtive as rovetgg ge 

no 4, ng to call-them off from. Duty, nor any in-. 

repding &s to-diſturb_ them ar it : Thor pe no peeviſh. 

| *d Paſhons'to- contradi®t what their caſon propoſes, 

nor _ wwe gage pr: LI ave, top 

traart heir y-or 

tion : -Their- Gonlciences forbid. them nothing 

we incline to, neither are —_ 5 ws W_vk's wy bound- 
Fay, or-impotence : ey are free to do ever 

ee that is either their duty or delight (without x, Fat 6 

fear 'in themſelves, without gainſaying; and reproc 

any other, without defeQ@and imperfetion'in the Att i it p> H 

aber the wu and a Derne an RR , 


if 
gocios of the fleſh 


irpudenthyicall them Lib 
Os hee, rel are the very 


Light,and thei vice fiber 

ty, wn to beunnam'd, unchriſtian? ke: 

ther profeſſion'would befit them better,” an Alcoran die. 

more become them then the Bible ; for there they will be 

match*d with a debauch't Prophet and. a _beaftly Paradiſe, 

-to their debanch't and beaſtly Religion. But the _ 

Saints is an unreſtrained power to. render themſelves 

ly and Perfe&,.and{therein) as: happy. as gþorious, as 'tis 

poſſible for humane nature to be. Lighe 
4+ 


Coy in the Grave. -A Saint 
vith horrour and indignation. he 
ve fon Neil mes I» it; nor :will the Devil himſelf 
have the confidence jt6 propoſe it. . Temptations were not 
but this, where every Condition is 
, and Ares i ry Gin 0a 

t 


ele. 
| = 


& bolefor Eerotagicn but it (ball de. 
J ; from. whence it came, there to 
( | wn 7 0 ugg A if fin be routed, none of its black 
Sf Guard, none of its diſmal .effeas ſhall ſta behind 3 

Chal! be a tranger to all. Hearts, and Tears to. all Eyes, 
 . _. Diiſcaſcsand Anguiſfiſhall have noill humors to work upon, 


Death ſhalt have no claim to our Lives, hecauſewe = 
ir a? ——_ OY _x_ and 
immo or etern conjunftion glorify” Spirits, 
; fir for the Socicty of Angels, and. Communion with their 
Maker, prepared for eternity, extratted from every thing 


and. corruptible ;, delicately made up - in. won- 
rruptble; dekcatcly aud up in won- 
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FalyLove with 4 


pure and refined- Si brow > F 
the jo v of that enlightened ſtate bes when the: ignobſer 
part of man, the groſs anf#Elemeritary ſubitancsof out Bo- 
dics, this fordid lump of | corfupt Fleſh, "which herethe ſool 
mt time rows eyes fp s allde tas a1 razeful but 

Thalf"(at be br cat day le oul 6f itk aſhes: xSpiriz 
co "Body, bede& Fatt Light, and Glory, at Immors 
rality. 


5. The felicities of aglorifyed Aate are calPd Eig he, be« 
cauſe they principally conſiſt in Viſion and Kns 
The Under fanding is the nobleſt faculty of. the 'Mind : And 
the infinite pe; the | gh iltzmination,. the en 
largeing and fulfilling -the capacities of it ; the ſertling it in 
its Empire, and rien of the Soul; the ſetting it up- 


on objeas worthy of its Contemplation, the adapting choſe | 


objedts to its Apprehenbots; ; or rather raifing'it's concepri- 


ons to ſuch infinite heights, that it may be capable'of reath- | 


ing and fathoming the profoundeft Myſteries; - theftrength- 
ningits powers, that it may be able to lobk upor and confi- 
der the moſt Glorious luftre*s; without oybcingoon- 
founded; thefe make up (in a great meaſitire) 
Souls : And thereforeit is often-expreſt byſeving of God and 
ſeeing of his gt ang Ke + ſhe Glo# ratrabt,. is 
the felicity of the Saints, tl | 
open How of all that*s glorious, and Know all things thay 
make for their Everlaſting Comfort and Satisfa&tion, - | 


But that you may the better underflag the" nature of hi 
Beatifick Viſion, Conſider, 


1. Whatit isthat the Saints hall ha And) - | 
2. After what manner. Rad 


i. What itis that the' Saints ſhall knowPhayoitald'you 
| ” 


oy unconceivable then-thal 


\ 


gement 


way, as not fit to. be brought -down to the notices of men, 
being+ſo. infinitely beyond the fathom» of their Reafon. St. 
Paul who was wrap't up to theRegions of Glory, what a 
broken account doth' he give, of what he there ſaw and 
heard.?-2 Cir. 12. 2.:&c. 1 knew'a man in Chriſt above 


. Fourteen years agoz (whether in the Body,..1 cannat tell ; or 


whether out of the Body, 1 cannot tell : God kno) 
one caught up tethe third Heaven. And I kpewiſuch a man 
(whether in the Body, or ont of the Body, I cannot tell : God 
knoweth): how that he was caught up into Paradiſe, and beard 
unſpeakable Words, which it 45 not lawfulor poſſible for a man 
to utter. .No wonder he could not tetaitt the Viſion,: when 


eth ), ſuch an 


he had thus loſt himſelf; | : k 


St... Fohn-was (of all the infpireq/Penmen) pickt ont on 
purpoſe to:take a view of the; New eruſalem, and to give 
the. World a deſcription-of' it: Yet how imperfe& is his 
model ? How does his Relation favour of Earth ? What 

roſs.and Elementary materials hath hechoſen to deſcribe it 
by; -as Gold and. Pearl,” and pretious Stones ! Into what 
a narrow compaſs hath he contra&ed the infinite dimenſions 
of it ? Theheight, andJength, and breadth equally twelve 


thouſand Furlongs, :and all this to ſhape and. little it to our - 


underſtandings, to repreſent it to the eſteem of mortals in 
ſuch a form, ſo furniſÞ't. and adorn'd, made up of ſuch ma- 
terials , as are moſt  pretious and valuable in the Eyes of 
Men, and in ſuch low expre np reaſon 1s "capable of 

| . "148. 


*7 i ry 


porn, 6 ns Mes 


ed in a Map, drawn in Little; 


Apoſtles own phraſe.) according > the meaſure of a Man, 


Rev.- 21, No our underſtandings are too'contratted, while 
they are bound up in theſe bundles of Fleſh, to conſider 
a amazing glory and luſtre of thoſe heavenly Manſions; 
that naronnd. Int Sn Light in which the Saints for*ever 
dwell. Yet ſomething may be gueſt at , ſomething that 
may raife our defires, ſomething that may | ftir the Adi 
ons , and make us Covetous and Ambitious , zealouſly 
concern'd to know what they know, and to partake of 
thoſe Blefſed- fights, which fill their ſouls with" fo much 
Pleafure and Contentment, 'and'that we might perhaps do 
by theſe Three Rules. 


Firſt. What God hath Reveated. 

Secondly. What we' are ignorant of. _ 

Thirdly. What wiſe EQN in their beſt Thoughts, moſt 
deſire to know. | 


That which God hath ronald to us concerning another 
Life, ſeems rather an account of what he 1 we ſhall 
know hereafter, then a deſign that w e fhould'omderftand 


it now. What was unperfedtly ſignifi ranifia by the Law, "Wc 


reſerved for the cleaxer diſcovery .of the Goſpel, and 
wats the Goſpel hints, but comes thork, i in, Ry, that 
rev 


"8. Thoſe my ſeries the G 
our underſtanding; our un 


and taught to know. 


3. The Soul of man (when is ſiffered to be ® rR 
ferious)bath a natural aim at its own-happineſs, and will'be 
looking (as faras it can.) irito thoſe Things that® 
Peace, and thirſting after the - . 
it cannot attain to: And it.is but x 


Fr es" m aſenceabove 
dg ſhall be NY 


wn 


- 


1. They know themſelves. 
.-2, They know cach other. And, 
3- They know God. 


Ons, my _ qualities, that neither wethat. bear them, 
nor they that ftudy themare able-to ſolve and diſcover. But 
for ſouls, whichare tic ſeat of knowledge ; all we know of 
_ is, me oye we know not what, exc ys 
ſuch a principle working in us we experience by the ejeds 
- that it is an immortal being,ithath owned it ſelf to ſome Phi- 
loſophers that have-examin'd it, ta-which truth the Word 
of God hath given more infallible Teſtimony. - But for its 
ſubſtance and: feaion, its feat and refidence, and- the 


-”* manner of its operations , theſe are Problems we are wont 
to diſcourſe, but can.come to no determinate concluſion a- 
bout. .. But the Saints are perfed in the Knoohangy 9 ger” 
ſelves;..a &k pe- ſo excellent that ſome Philoſophers 
hve it the greateſt wiſdom. I ſhall only inftance 
in ſac 


in ch Binge wheres ch fk fly contin 
not in. that thred-bare knowledge (if there wy ſuch in 
Heaven) which 1s only curious and ſpeculative. 1 he Saints 


1, They know their own Excellencies, 'things that we 
are. not .onely ignorant of, but much miſtaken in: If we 
knew our ſelves, wethould a 4 

| | | ER ave 


'r0- every baſe luſt, that"courts/ and'importunes_ us;' nor ſcl 


4 
_— 
""n 


uld not proſtitute our ſouls 


them-at ſuch an-under rate asthe vanities ofthe world. VVe 
ſhould carry ourſelves more in*tate,. and ſcorn to do any 
thing that might misbeſeem ns. Weſhould live morelike 
men, ant{ reaſon. would ſhow it ſelf in all our aftions, we 
ſhould purſue greater and nobler ends; ſet our thoughts up- 


on better objeds,and beſtow our Pains,and Tinic,and Cares.. 
to more manly purpoſes: we ſhould not bury all our thoughts 


in the Earth, nor -make our ſouls cheap to temptation and 
ſm. "Tisa fad fignthat we know not our ſelves to be. Men 
(or. elſe we know not' what a man'is ) "when we live like 
beaſts," when we are -concern'd; for our fouls as if we had 
none, and ſiffer.our ſelves to be. govern'd*and carried away 
by Sence, and Appetite, and: Paſhon. Jf we knew: our ſelves 
we-hould give our nobleſt-faculties the higheſt place in our 
eſteem, and poſt the reſt 'in their due ſubordination, We 
ſhould not let Reaſon be commanded by the Will, nor the 


Will by paſſion, nor our paſſions by the World and the... 
Fleſh, + We ſhould not make over the intereſts of our ſouls 


to the wanton deſires of the carnal man, as Honour, or Plea- 


_ 


ſire, or Advantage, (for what of theſe is ſo-inconfiderable _ 


that a ſoul hathnot been ſold for ? ). - er 


But the, Saints know their own Excdllencies, and it is 


their happineſs that they do ſo. * What were any man the | 


better for the richeſt treaſures in natures; ſtore, if he was 
either ignorant that he had themz. or knew not how: to prize 
them ? But they have ſouls of incomparablevalne and know 
their worth, and: therefore are capable of rejoycing iti their 
own excellencies. How 'do we pride -our ſelves. at the in- 
creaſe of our Eſtates, at the advance of Titles, which are 
no acceſſions to our Natures, but to our Names, or Fortunes. 
But what an infinite Joy will it: be to them-to conſider that 
they are. ioyſea@&-, like unto the Angels in perfeQion, that 
they axe right noble creatures, whoſe honour is not titular 
but rea, not nominal but perſonal and effential ? That 


and 
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they are rich in. the admirable indowments.: of their minds . 
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Bodies | Thar Es much” ICE RY | 
neſs of Gbd inthe 3: nayithat they arc inthe re ike "= 
neſs” of the: Son . of God , | who: hath taken | 
and will do it the: honour its wear-it eternally: - "Thar "they 
are Ca _— of \ wag of ſuch a happineſs as:Goc do's, -- - 
and of li living like ina word.that they are ſuch precious - 

ings as are worthy to be the darlings of Gods. the Joy of 
of Angels, un the Love and: wonder of one another. 


oi They are not cedlly acquainted with their Excellencies, | 
but they rightly underſtand their-own happineſs... They! "5 
make no ſuch. groſs:miſtakes about it as-wedo, : They. do. | FF. 
not as Solomon, and roo-many of the World belide,- make a FE 
multitude of experiments before theyfix, and. endeavour to 
ſettle it'upon this. pleaſure, or that fortune, and wear out 
their eternity. as we-do our lives; in folly and Apart” 
ment. 
But happineſs x meets and: embraces, and entertains them 
at their' very entrance into heaven, from which moment 
their acquaintance commences and continues for ever : They: 
know that a.ſoul.can be happy'in nothing. but che favour and . 
fellowſhip bf God;' and it's own innocence-and peace, and +» 
what a licity,.: hat a comfort ariſes from the ſence of = 
theſe,” rnd likewiſe know. They are not like thoſe repin- A 
itented wretches that arein.a goodcondition( bet= 7 
ey deſerve) and yetarc in of it, and un- : 
thankful for it z"buthe that is leaſt inthe Kingdom-of God, | 
knows ſo much hax zinthatftate, that he neither aſpires | "= 
to be happier, nor. envies thoſe that are. 'The ſame Light. "50 
that makes happy, lets them ſee it ; and as the blind eye  _ 
enjoys notthe comfort-of the day, but- is benighted at Noon, 
and 1n-utter darkneſs 'when the Sun ſhines cleareſt 37 $0 the 
oy of God (which' is the Light of Heaven)» would be -*- 
oy tothoſe that live within its:ſhine,' if they did not ſee 
Hlftrious ſplendor | of it?” -But the Saints in Lightare. * 
__ fo ha PP that they knowitz and own it, and ever 
p_ and hoſe the Father, Son and: Holy. Ghoſe (their 
Feed benchtorsYe it, 


: Second- | 


& 


ke Secondly, The Beſdin Heaven Khow eee qarher & 
© Whether perſonally or-no hath been matter 'of diſpute ; 
ail — diſpute ; 


aviour ſcetns to have determin'd it, telling the 
Jews, Luk. 13.28. That they ſhould f torn) pour 


Iſaae and Tacob, and all the Prophets im the Kin go God, 
and what is there in reaſon that ſhould-hindet ke? W y may 
not Abraham and Iſaac (once ſo nearly related.) be again 
acquainted , and with "Joy. repeat the Hiſtory of the 
intended Sacrifice * Why may not Moſes and Aaror 
meet, and diſcourſe their old Adventures 2- Why | may 
not the Bleſſed Apoſtles and Holy Martyrs be known to one 
another, and entertain themſelves with gl dome relations, 
of what they did, and what they ſuffer CSane Why 
may not Friends, that lived like brethren in d, that 
help*t forward each others Salvation, whoſe. foals: were 
mutually dear, who were wont. to pray, and adviſe, and 


ſerve God together, and who went to Heaven as it'were 


hand in hand, why 1 fay, may not theyembraceand return 
each other thanks for thoſe Friendly and; Chriſtian Offices ? 
Holy David chear*d up his thoughts after the death of his 
Child with this Meditation, 7 ſhall gore him, but he ſhall not 
return to me, 2" Sam. 12. 23: Which had been little comfort, 
if he had thought never to nave known him more. |. So St. 
Auguſtine poo.” hr Tralsca an afflicted Widow, "whoſfadly 
earn bi geen of <4 ide £ 1 * ___ 4s 
one” day ſhe ſaw him with her boaily Eyes, bat diſcerned na 
amore ther bus outward ſhape and” Lintaments,' ſo ſhe ſhould ſee 
bim again, and in that fight diſcern the very thoughts of bis 
heart and be intimate to all his Counſels. + x 


And that's the next thing I am poing to-fay, Thatthe 
Saints ſhall be acquainted with each others Thoughts;the ſe- 
erets of all hearts 'ſhall be revealed, and every mar thall 
read his Brothers ſoul. There ſhall-be no ſubtile reſervati- 
6n, no laying of heads together, no packing of thoughts, 


- no clubbing and combining amongſt a.few, ro provoke the 
_ jealouſicof all the reſt but every. mans breaſt ſhall be dlear 


and open , as free fromreſerve, asit isfrom deſign or guile. 
AT be | Now 
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fee any thing that pleaſed ed 
| Did 


:Eye or Imagination of man enough tofulfill all our deſires, 


and to conſunmateall 
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| indges underſtand the ſa- 
cred Charms - of truſty-Friendſhip, the Foundation whereof 
is laid-in Vertue and Goodneſs, .are able to conceive, what a 
wonderful raviſhmefitand comfort it.is, for Saints thus free- 
ly andecurely to ugboſome themſelves-to one another, to 
think in common, to, mingle ſouls, and to affea and col | 
nicateeach others joys.;+ '  . - * | 


But Thirdly, 'The fundamental happineſs of the Bleſſed, 


the glorious Light through which they ſee and know all 


things, elſe is the Knowledge of God. We know himby 
Hear-ſay, but they byſight , by near intimacy and acquain- 
tance, but perpetual correſpondenceand famuliarity ; they 
are ever. with. him, and-he. never withdraws himſelf 'from 
their obſeryation : Neither..doth he appear to them vail's 
and vizarded in Myſtery and Darkneſs, but his nature is ex- 


plained to their underſtandings: And all thoſe difficulties that | 


ſo much puzzle and inftricat our thoughts, are made eaſic 
andfamilier. The great problem of the Trigity, the eter- 


' nal-peneration of the Son of God, and the proceſſion of the 


Holy Spirit, ſuch Paradoxes-as- reaſon can never unriddle, 
they are/abnndantly-fatisfied ig. Thoſe unſoundable depths 
which turn the-Brain and make ſome Atheiſts, and others 
Mad tolook into, they are made infinitcty happy and wiſe 
in the-diſcoveryof. They know that” which itis a fin for 
us to look inte,. and would:be our ruin - to:diſcover - For 
can a\manfſee God and Live ? No we muſt die before, we 


can ſee him as they da and as he is. And ccxpiinly this muſt 


needs be a proſpett infinitely riaſportivg ;- Did you ever 
] you ever conſider any 
thing that delighted you | 


| Iid. you ever know -uy ig / 
that you-were glad to know? Or had you-ever any rud 


Ry 


_ conceptions of any good thing above your underſtanding that 


you deſired to know-more of ! Why ſum,up all together 
and this ſight is. more than all.; more ran Be, 10 the 


> 
* 
- 


eall-our Joyes, 
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araviſh'd with and the unfatiable rhir 
Toul after Knowledge, ſhall be gratified in the higheſt an 
moſt unſearchable curioſities. ' In him we ſhall bzhold' ſuch a 
ſufficiency of all things, that we ſhall defire to: know. and eq- 
joy no more. but ſhalbever reſt fatisfi*d and at peace in the- 
fruition” (not of a force't and' artificial contentment,,'but.) 
of a plenary ſatisfa&tion of all our hopesand wiſhes : For we 
ſhall not onely ſee God, but we ſhall ſee him ours, we ſhall 
ſee our ſelves in the poſſeſſion and embraces of him : We 
ſhall foreſee a long Eternity .before. us, in all which we ſhall 
never be depriv*d of that Bleſſed Viſion, no, not for a mo- 
ment. | ; 


_ We ſhall ſee God, and nothing in him bat what ſhall 
wonderfully pleaſe us : His Juſtice ſhall not ſtartle us, when 
we ſhall not ooly have eſcap't it, but ſhalÞ.be rewarded by 
it : His Pow'r ſholl not_make us tremble, for we ſhall 'be 
no otherwiſe concern'd in jt, then_to conſider how happil 


-ON Do, d with con ering 
all 


it ſhall have brought us thither, and how. infallibly it ſhall 
maintain and eternize our happineſs. 'His Omniſcience fhall 
not daunt us, for we ſhall be. capable of doing nothing we 
can be aſham'd of; but the glorious attributes of his Good- 
neſs and Mercy, of his Love and Tenderneſs, of his Boun- 
ty and Good V Vill, ſhall eyer ſhine upon, us in the greateſt 
manifeſtations. No Frown, no Anger, no Diſpleaſure 
ſhall ever darken 6r becloud his ſerene Countenance unto 
us. And this it is' (and more then I can tell you) to be 


Saints in Light ; to ſee God face to. face, and to ſee him as 
the is. For God #5. Light and in him # no. Darkneſs at ll, 
.1 7ohn I.8 But, Net I Fng L. 


4 
: 


2. This Light diſcovers to the Saints not only the Ef- 


ſence of God, but alfo his Will with'undoubted certainty 
_and clearneſs. We ſhall not. only hear” his Voice, but we. 


ſhall ſee his Thoughts, and be acquainted with all his Mind. 
The Divine Will ſhall be impreſt 'upon ours, and we ſhall 
know his Thoughts by our own z his deſires and our Ul 


Saints - 1 6 ws one will wink por am ban pleafes.God is 
: bs. in eh own —_ which muſt 


none pr Ment alſo. This feeures the Be 
from.all d of doing amiſs, and from 5 rap wes je 
Wilewlarthey eaſe themictves; and. wher ſoma right 

c themſelves: what-ſeems r 
-n their-own cies that is alſo a able unto him. Ken 
renders all their Duties cafic and-pleaſurable: Whatſoever 
they.do.is conſiſtent with their happineſs, for God requires 
_ pA ig ras hp ry 
-own: thoughts are' inclining t a. t 
force hath the will-of Gad:upon theirs, and ſo Groans _ 


Fey dd nes rs ara 
did it not | 
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bs. elerdie 'day to: a ule ne of 17M Holy 
"Goed man; \that* now. C 
Judgements and knows not why rr Fans -when he examines 
his life with 7ob, he perhapscan find nonetorious inftanges 
of Guilt; ito Ss thus to'exprefs his'V and 
' Indignation againſt Y but when he comesto heaven; he 
ſhall be-ſtraight/in the: Linh, and underſtand the-reafor- of 
Gods dealing with him ;//and:thatthere- was iinfigite wiſdom 
and goodneſs in thoſe proceedings, then he wilt find that 
God was juſt in his diſpenſations to him, :and-that he.ou - 
t0 have noquarrel with Providence upon thataccourit ; 
his ſoal will blefs it's Maker and fay'withholy David Lird 
Fknow that in very faithfulneſs' i haſt afflicted nie,:'and 
itwas good: for'me- that I was/in trouble: ': Then all thoſe 
thwart and uneven Providetices, . that Reaſon is confounded, 
aid tha Faith ſtaggers at, ſhall entertain the cdntemplation 
of the Saints with {ingularidejight; - They willfee how-Gad 
hath traccd the Souls of men through a thouſand turaings, 
and by-croffing their purpoſes endeavour'd'to chaſe them 
fromtheir evil haunts and cuſtoms, how -his Providence hath 
tain upon the catch,-and warch*t'to beguile them-'intothe 
tracks of vertue and holinefs. With-what holy artifice and 
ſtratagem he hath managed the welfare of his Church, and 
what variety of methods he hath taken to ſecure both her 
Religtorand'Peace 7 Sometimes fortifyingiand eines que 
her by mercies'and kindnefſes, and 
other way by Judgements and Tryals. 
lizing his ors in the dire ruine of her Knee Enemics, m 
arg rage or iftoa Trap and Snare by-fucceſs and 
triamph.: How cauſes to'defeat them» 
ſelves, an bring far effeas;-and on-the other 
hand broughtevitout of Rent a made theideſigns of. De- 
vils and bad men, to ſerve the ends of his mercies.and good- 
neſs. Thisisa were hire for Saints to compoſe their 
thankſgiving , and to praiſe "God for the. won- 
ders that he doth oor x10 Wing en $65 20. 
Laftly; The Saints fhall-be in-the. Lt mcg 
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He Lord God Angie , 


cur in one opinion a ae = admire Mr, iftice 4a; 

wiſdom and gear 0 od in. the ex ontriv. 

and I: ger tar that in ort 
ye. x _ God. and ,us, 


And having given? youan irmperfee. FEES > 5 7; thing 
we ſay of Eternity muſt neetls be i t the 
Saints know-;.I proceed to ſhew the,manner how _w_ know- 


ledge is convey*d into their minds, and*unto at "degrees 
leſye 3 coy he it raiſes Fein, to toborh fe Tean roaly an- 
ſwer Negatively-., ; 


e. The Saints know imei, ay Go outs they) 
are above Ordinances, nd need thus handed to, 
Godbecauſe, theyarcaly y yoath kin 

- They need not track the Divine footſteps, (the fartheſt 
way) in his Works. and Providences, nor ' ſtudy Notzons 


of im out of "his -Holy Word, nor take i ons from: 
Signs and AC aments, for. they. v him infinirt y b, 4 | 
Figures. "Lhere! 5 Teml 


it, Rev. 21.22. 
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